COMPETITION Q&A
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18th JAN 2021

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED
WHO CAN ENTER?
Q. Are there any requirements for the candidates to be qualified to enter the competition?
• No qualifications are required to enter.
• The entry form does not ask for any information on your qualifications & all entries are judged
anonymously.
• We only require information on whether you are a student or an apprentice so that we may categorise
you in the Junior or Senior sections accordingly.
Q. Is this competition open to all jewellery designers around world or only for the UK local designers?
• Your piece / design must be made in the UK.
• In light of the current travel restrictions due to Covid-19, we understand that many international
students who were studying at a U.K college or university may have had to return home early, or are
unable to return to the U.K. to complete their studies this academic year.
• For the 2020/21 Competition we will therefore be accepting entries from international students who:
o Are currently enrolled in a course at a UK University or College; or
o Were enrolled in a course at a UK University or College for the academic year 2019/20; and
o May not be residing in the U.K. due to the current travel restrictions.
Q. Is the entry of the competition free?
• Yes, it is completely free to enter the competition.
• There are a few associated costs if we request to see your piece for in-person judging at The Goldsmiths’
Centre, namely any postage costs (if you are unable to drop in / collect your work) and arranging your
own insurance (if your work is valued above £1,000).
Q. If you entered a piece in the past and it has been remade in the last 12 months can it be submitted again?
• Technically yes. We recommend that if you submit a re-made piece such as this, it is beneficial to show
improvement to your craft and design, or a tweak to the technology, process or techniques used
previously to show progression.
Q. I live in Scotland. Can I enter if I am an EU National?
• Yes. Nationality is not an entry requirement but the design or piece/s must have been made in the U.K.
in the last 12 months.
Q. My question is about being self-taught. There doesn't seem to be a way to be considered as a Junior when
you didn't train on a recognised course of study.
• If you are undergoing training on a recognised full or part time course of study or undertaking a
registered apprenticeship you will be defined as a ‘Junior’.
• For students only, this includes a period of three years after completing your formal studies. All other
entrants will be classed as ‘Senior’.
• This does mean however that if you are self-taught you will be considered a Senior.
• Please note that only the craft sections (19-29) are judged under the Junior & Senior criteria, all other
sections are open categories where judges will not know if you are classified as a Junior or Senior.

QUESTIONS ON THE BRIEFS
Q. Are you allowed to enter more than one category?
• Yes.
• You can also enter the competition as many times as you would like with different entries.
• Case study:
o B enters a pair of laser cut wood earrings under s.13 Ready-to Wear jewellery (3D finished
pieces). In the same entry form she also enters her earrings into s.29 Engravers as the stud
part of the earring is sterling silver and hand engraved, and into s32. Laser technology.
o B also enters a silver brooch using a new entry form under s.24. Jewellers, s.26 Setters and
s.29. Engravers.
Q. Can I enter both the 2D and 3D briefs? How many times can I enter?
• You can enter the competition as many times as you like with different entries.
• You can also enter any category multiple times with new pieces / designs.
Q. 2D Design: If I don't work in jewellery production, and a brief asks to keep in mind the weight and costs of
precious metals and stones used in design, is there a way to get this information? (Especially when it comes
to the metals).
• We recommend you reach out to the industry to seek advice as there are many suppliers who can give
you valuable tips and guidance.
• A great way of estimating the metal weights and prices is by using bullion suppliers such as Cooksongold
online where you can input your metal type and dimensions and are given a weight and price.
Q. Is it acceptable to enter hand drawn and not rendered images for the 2D entries?
• Yes. Hand drawn is acceptable. We interchange the word ‘rendered’ & ‘drawn’ but they are both used
to describe work that is done “by hand” versus digitally (i.e. using software such as CAD, Illustrator,
Procreate etc)
Q. 2D design brief for Champagne Gosset: If we have actually made the piece in 3D, can we submit
photographs of the finished 3D piece or would you just like photographs of designs and technical drawings?
• As this is a 2D design brief, judges are looking for your ‘design pitch’ rather than information or images
of the finished product. As such your drawings, diagrams, concept and the clarity of your presentation
are of importance.
• If however you have made the piece in 3D it can be entered as a separate entry under any of the 3D
Craft sections 19 – 32 that apply.
• Helpful 2D design tips: GC&DC x Brown & Newirth – Deep Dive into Jewellery Design
Q. If you have already made a piece and you find that it is suitable to enter as a 2D design brief, can you draw
it / render it to enter under a 2D design category and also submit it separately under a 3D category?
• See the reply above. It is important that your entry meets the brief criteria.
Q. Which is the best category to submit a piece of mixed metal like silver and gold?
• Have a look through our the 3D Craft sections 19 – 32 as it really depends upon what 3D crafts are
involved in the production of your work.
• 3D Design briefs are usually more specific on the use of metals or stones, however a number of them
have a fairly wide remit when it comes to metals.
Q. The competition briefs do not give limits on photo images and number of words and appears to require
more than the entry portal requirements. In all I find it very confusing the differences between the two.
• Thankyou for the feedback! We are working through the brief pages now and ensuring that all are in
line with the entry form. Apologies for the confusion.

Q. 2D Design Conceptual Jewellery: Please provide further detail of how much description is required & is
there an award?
• The entry form has placeholders for the following:
o Design concept behind the entry (150 words)
o Technology & techniques used (100 words) i.e. watercolour, Adobe Illustrator, combination
etc.
• You can annotate the design itself to add more on your concept but please ensure that it is legible. The
judges do consider presentation too.
• For each category, judges may award a Gold, Silver or Bronze at their discretion if the benchmark
standards for these awards are met. For 2D designs, your entry may also be considered for the following
awards where applicable:
o Apprentice & Master Award
o The Podolsky Award
o The 2D Hand Rendering Design Award
o The 2D Computer Generated Design Award
o Junior or Senior Award
o Gem-A Diamond Course (if you have applied for this)

SUBMISSIONS & JUDGING
Q. Will submission be the same as always but in masks?
• No. Submission this year in digitally (online only).
• We will write to you individually in February 2021 if judges wish to see your work in-person, inviting
you to drop or post your entry to us at The Goldsmiths’ Centre, London.
• Masks and other social distancing measures will be in place which we will inform you of beforehand.
Q. Is everything being entered digitally?
• Yes. This year we are conducting preliminary judging online via Zoom in order to keep everyone safe.
Q. Photos don't fully describe the detail (weights and inside finishes on pieces etc.) so will there be a chance
to post or bring pieces in to be seen and touched?
• Following the preliminary online judging round, judges will select entries that they wish to see in
person. We will then write to the selected entrant individually and invite them to submit their work to
us at The Goldsmiths’ Centre, either in person or via post.
• A reduced number of judges will be invited to judge the physical entries submitted.
• The aim of condensing the number of entries to be judged in person, and the reducing in-person judging
panel, is to minimise contact and time spent at the Centre to keep everyone safe.
Q. If a collection is submitted as one entry, can more than the 4 images be upload in additional ways?
• Only 2 – 4 pages may be submitted. One page can contain multiple images.
• We do not recommend squeezing many images onto one page as if the images of your work are unclear,
this will impact the judges ability to view your work clearly.
Q. In the 4 images we submit for 3D entries, can we have writing on them such as brief explanation of the
concept and meaning behind the work? In other words can the 4 images be a presentation of the design?
• There are placeholders on the entry form that provide space for you to enter your design concept, tools
& techniques and processes used. Where you can, please use these placeholders instead of the
photographs unless necessary.
• The photos need to be very crisp and clear as these will be used for the preliminary judging rounds. If
annotation may help to explain a mechanism or refer the judges to detailing etc that you are unable to
capture in the photographs (or if it is not obvious) then please ensure that this is clearly marked.

Q. Do all pieces have to photographed on a white background?
• No. So long as the background is not busy or distracting and it does not impact on the clarity of your
work.
Q. Can images that have been taken by professional photographers be entered that are photographed in an
artistic way or to demonstrate an aspect of the work?
• Yes. Please note you won’t be judged on the photography or the professionalism of the photography.
The judges need to be able to see your work as clearly as possible as they may be unable to view your
work in person this year.
• You can use the placeholders on the entry form to explain your concept as an alternative.
Q. What is your ideal file format for submissions? I know that there are options, but which is best?
• Any format listed is suitable for judging.
• For ease, pdf or jpeg is preferred from our perspective but we have kept the file formats open as we
appreciate that some may find it easier to submit doc. or jpeg. files.
Q. When submitting a 2D hand rendered design entry, will you just require the original to be scanned and sent
through that way? Is it okay to have a scanned drawing with explanation text etc added digitally to the scan?
• The entry form has placeholders for your design concept and any tools/ techniques that you have used
in order to maximise the space on your uploads for the images / designs.
• You may certainly add text / annotations digitally to your work.
• A good tip would be to treat this as a presentation to a client and to ensure that you include the
necessary annotations if you think it relevant. Stylistically you may wish to have no annotations on your
design too which is also acceptable.
Q. Are you allowed to have your entry in another exhibition? It says you may have to send your entry in for
it to be judged which might not be possible if my entry is in another exhibition.
• If judges request to see your work in person and you will be invited to post-in or drop-off your work.
• If you are unable to do so unfortunately your entry will no longer be under consideration for an award.
• (See below a similar question)
Q. If there is a piece you'd like to enter that has already gone to a collector or private collection can one enter
it?
• Yes. You may enter a piece if it is already with a client. However if you are invited to send your work in
for the final judging session then you judges will need to see your entry in person. (see above).
• We found in the past that entrants do ask their clients to borrow their work back for the purposes of
entering it into the Competition. Often clients are too happy to agree to this as their piece may win an
award which is a nice accolade to have!
Q. How do we ascertain the insurance value of a 2D entry. Is it the design or the value of the made-up piece?
• For 2D design entries this is NOT the value of the design if it were manufactured.
• We require the insurance value IF we require your work for the in-person judging. This is so that your
piece can be correctly insured under our insurance policy whilst we are holding your work at The
Goldsmiths’ Centre.
• For 2D entries, if we require your work to be judged in person, please state the insurance value as the
replacement value i.e. print costs if CAD and likely a higher value if it is hand rendered.
Q. How could we submit the 3D piece if London is still under the lockdown?
• You will only need to submit your entry to us IF we write to you to invite you to do so following the
preliminary judging rounds.
• The new drop-off / post-in dates are: 05-09 April 2021.
• We will continue to monitor the situation and will update all entrants if by the date specified above
London is still in lockdown.

QUESTIONS ON THE BRIEFS
2D – s4. Conceptual Design - Designing for Characters
Q. Do you want us to illustrate the character?
• This is not essential but if it helps to explain the design better or how the piece works that please do.
• You can ‘invent’ your own characters for this brief and so a visual representation would be helpful for
the judges.
2D – s6. Commercial Jewellery – Sponsored by Beaverbrooks
Q. What is meant by a hair pin? Is it a very loose brief to be interpreted by the entrant in any way they want?
For example a simple hair pin or a larger one along the lines of a tiara?
• You can interpret hair pin as you think would be fit for the client. We recommend doing some research
on the client here, which is Beaverbrooks, and considering what they may be looking for that fits with
their brand.
Diamond Mounting
Q. Is there a bias or preference on the type of finish and level of finish e.g the (grade) of emery paper used to
finish the piece?
• From the Judges comments in previous years, they prefer the work to be hand finished by emery paper.
• Pin finish etc is not recommended.
2D – s10. Make Your Mark
Q. In the final submission, do I need to indicate how the work was made? Or just need to provide the design
plan of the work?
• The brief states: “Thought must be given to its construction, as well as a description relating to your
inspiration, concept and development.” We therefore recommend that some indication is given as to
how the work will be made if it is not obvious, but a detailed plan is not necessary.

OTHER
Q. What are the plans for the award ceremony? (Hoping I get that far!)
• We hope you get that far too!
• Save the date: 26th April 2021 (more to be revealed soon!)
Q. Will there be an exhibition following the ceremony?
• No. Due to social distancing measures in place, there are unfortunately no plans to hold an exhibition
in 2021.
• We may invite some award-winners to have their winning entries displayed in the new foyer gallery
space at The Birmingham Assay office’s new premises for a few weeks. Plans for this are TBC.
Q. I would like to know if the pieces that we submit need to be kept secret before judging or if it can be present
online, like on web-shops and social medias before the competition.
• All entries will be judged anonymously. We ask entrants to ensure there are no personal identifying
marks, names, signatures, logos or social media tags on their entries. Hallmarks are acceptable.
• Your work can be ‘public’ but it must have been made in the UK in the last 12 months.
Check out our FAQ page online for more.

